《Coke’s Commentary on the Holy Bible – Micah》(Thomas Coke)
Commentator

Thomas Coke (9 September 1747 - 2 May 1814) was the first Methodist Bishop and is known as the Father of Methodist Missions.

Born in Brecon, south Wales, his father was a well-to-do apothecary. Coke, who was only 5 foot and 1 inch tall and prone to being overweight, read Jurisprudence at Jesus College, Oxford, which has a strong Welsh tradition, graduating Bachelor of Arts, then Master of Arts in 1770, and Doctor of Civil Law in 1775. On returning to Brecon he served as Mayor in 1772.

A Commentary on the Holy Bible, six complete volumes (1801-1803), is an indepth look at the Old and New Testaments, with the following print volumes combined into the commentary here: 

· Volume 1, Genesis to Deuteronomy, 1801.

· Volume 2, Joshua to Job, 1801.

· Volume 3, Psalms to Isaiah, 1802.

· Volume 4, Jeremiah to Malachi, 1803.

· Volume 5, Matthew to Acts, 1803.

· Volume 6, Romans to Revelation, 1803. 

His numerous publications included Extracts of the Journals of the Rev. Dr. Coke's Five Visits to America (London, 1793); a life of John Wesley (1792), prepared in collaboration with Henry Mooro; A History of the West Indies (3 vols., Liverpool, 1808-11). 

Introduction

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET MICAH. 

MICAH the Morasthite, or of Moresa, a village near the city Eleutheropolis, in the southern part of Judah, prophesied under Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, for about fifty years. He appeared almost at the same time with Isaiah, and seems to have borrowed some expressions from him. Compare ch. Micah 4:1 with Isaiah 2:2. Bishop Lowth says, that his style is for the most part concise, comprehensive, and nervous; sometimes very nearly approaching to the obscurity of Hosea, but in many places sublime and animated, and extremely poetical. See his 21st Prelection, and Calmet. 

01 Chapter 1 

Introduction
CHAP. I. 

Micah sheweth the wrath of God against Jacob for idolatry: he exhorteth to mourning. 

Before Christ 750. 

Verse 2
Micah 1:2. Let the Lord God be witness, &c.— "I call the Almighty to witness, that I have forewarned you of the judgments hanging over your heads, and which will inevitably fall upon you, unless you speedily repent; and the Almighty himself will become a witness against you, and convince you of your sins, in such a manner, that you shall not be able to deny the charge." This sublime and elevated beginning indicates the importance of what he was about to say, and the lively impression which was made upon him by the sins of Israel, and the misfortunes about to fall upon them. 

Verse 3
Micah 1:3. For, behold, the Lord cometh, &c.— He pictures out to us the Lord as a mighty conqueror, marching forth from his royal palace to reduce his enemies. The prophet in this whole description manifestly alludes to God's descent on mount Sinai. See Exodus 19:16-18. Deuteronomy 4:11-12; Deuteronomy 32:13. Psalms 18:8; Psalms 18:50. 

Verse 4
Micah 1:4. The valleys shall be cleft— Shall be dissolved like water, &c. Houbigant. 

Verse 5
Micah 1:5. What is the transgression of Jacob?— Who [makes] transgression in Jacob? Is it not Samaria? And who the high-places of Judah? Is it not Jerusalem? But Houbigant prefers the translation of the LXX, and reads the latter words, What is the sin of Judah? by which means the two clauses aptly correspond to each other. The transgression, and sin, mean, the cause of sin and transgression, which Samaria and Jerusalem gave, as the whole nation followed their ill example. 

Verse 7
Micah 1:7. And all the hires thereof— The love-presents, &c. The meaning is, "As your temples have been enriched with the presents offered by these shameless idol worshippers, to their riches shall return into the hands of the Assyrians, who shall make the like use of them in the temples of their gods." 

Verse 8
Micah 1:8. I will wail and howl— "I will sympathize with my countrymen in their calamities; I will dress myself in the habit of mourning, and, like those who bewail the dead, go without my upper garment; in order to denote the naked condition to which the ten tribes shall be reduced by their enemies." Instead of dragons and owls, some read jackalls and ostriches; and a modern traveller assures us, that he has often heard the ostriches groan, as if they were in the greatest agonies; which is beautifully alluded to in this passage. See Dr. Shaw's Travels, p. 455. 

Verse 9
Micah 1:9. For her wound is incurable— "The desolation of the ten tribes cannot be prevented, because they persist in their impieties; therefore no relief can be applied: it must terminate in their destruction. At the same time, one aggravating circumstance attends it, as being the forerunner of those evils which will come upon Jerusalem, whose gates Sennacherib will attempt to force, in order to make himself master of that city, and the whole kingdom of Judah." See Calmet. 

Verse 10
Micah 1:10. In the house of Aphrah roll, &c.— Roll thyself in dust, in the very house of Aphrah, or dust. The word עפרה aphrah, has here a double sense; for it denotes the city of Aphrah, or Aphron, in the tribe of Judah, which Sennacherib was about to lay waste, for this and what follows respect the kingdom of Judah; and it explains what immediately precedes in the ninth verse, that the stroke was come even to the gate of Jerusalem, the neighbouring cities being laid waste by Sennacherib. See Houbigant. 

Verse 11
Micah 1:11. Pass ye away, &c.— Take care thou that inhabitest Saphir [a city in the tribe of Judah] to pass away naked and in disgrace. The inhabitants of Zaanan [another city in the tribe of Judah] shall not go forth to the mourning: Bethezel shall be taken away from you, while itself shall stand. By Beth-ezel is meant Jerusalem, to which Ezel was near, as appears from Zechariah 14:5. But there is a twofold meaning given to the word אצל Ezel, which denotes separation, the prophet signifying that no aid could be expected from Jerusalem, because Jerusalem should fear for itself, and because the Syrian army should separate it from the city of Saphir, which is here addressed. The meaning of the last clause is, that though Jerusalem itself should stand or continue, yet no assistance should be obtained from it See Houbigant. 

Verse 12
Micah 1:12. For the inhabitant of Maroth waited, &c.— For she who dwelleth in Maroth is sick even to death; because evil came down, &c. See 2 Kings 20:1. A reason is here given why Beth-ezel, or Jerusalem, could not assist Saphir; because she herself was sick, and about to perish, unless God should deliver her by miracle, as he did, by destroying the Assyrian army. Jerusalem is called the inhabitant of Maroth, or of rebellion, by a similar use of words with that in the preceding verse; Jerusalem is therefore sick unto death, because the Lord hath brought the calamity even to her gate. See Houbigant. In the next verse the prophet foretels the siege of the city of Lachish. The first clause should be rendered, O thou inhabitant of Lachish, the chariot is bound to the horses: thou art the beginning, &c. 

Verse 14
Micah 1:14. Therefore shalt thou give presents— Therefore shalt thou send presents against Mareshah to Gath the house of a lie, that thou mayest deceive the kings of Israel. Lachish and Mareshah were two cities in the tribe of Judah. The sacred history is silent why Lachish, when it was besieged, should send gifts to Gath. Perhaps Lachish implored the help of Gath, and promised help to the people of Gath in return, when delivered from the siege, to assist them in the taking of Mareshah from the kings of Israel or of Judah. Therefore it is added, to deceive the kings of Israel. See Houbigant. 

Verse 15
Micah 1:15. Yet will I bring an heir unto thee— Till I shall send unto thee that heir, who inhabiteth Mareshah; till the glory of Israel shall come even to Adullam: that is to say, "Till I shall send those citizens of Mareshah, whom thou "wouldst sell to the people of Gath, to possess thy walls, "after the army of the Assyrians shall be dispersed, and "after the glory of Israel shall come even to Adullam; "or, shall extend its boundaries to Adullam;" a city in the southern part of the tribe of Judah towards the Dead Sea. This interpretation is favoured by what follows; in which it is foretold, that the inhabitants of Lachish shall be carried into captivity. See Houbigant. It must be acknowledged that there is great difficulty in the conclusion of this chapter. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, Micah, or Micaiah, the author of this prophesy, was a Morasthite, so named from the place of his nativity. He lived under the best and worst of Judah's princes, and in all times of prosperity or adversity faithfully declared the word which God gave him concerning Samaria and Jerusalem, the capitals of the two kingdoms, the judgments which were ready to light upon them being the great burden of this prophesy. 

1. A solemn call is given to pay deep attention to the word about to be delivered. Hear, all ye people of Judah and Israel; hearken, O earth, and all that therein is; if the former refuse to listen, the very inanimate earth, trembling before the Lord, shall condemn their insensibility and hardness of heart: and let the Lord God be witness against you, if ye disregard or despise these warnings, that I have faithfully delivered my message, and that your blood is on your own heads; even the Lord from his holy temple in heaven, whence he beholds the inhabitants of the world, and sends down thence his judgments on those who are disobedient to his word. Note; They who turn a deaf ear to the admonitions of God's ministers, shall shortly be terribly convinced by experience of the threatenings which they would not believe. 

2. The desolating judgments of God are foretold, which were ready to overtake them. The Lord clothed with vengeance descends to destroy them: under his feet their strongest fortresses are trod into the dust, and the high places of their idols demolished. Their princes and great men, with all their lofty looks, are brought low, and the valleys cleft, the lowest of the people sharing in the general calamity; and all unable to resist his arm, as wax melts before the fire, or to bear up against his judgments, which as a torrent spread desolation on every side. Samaria, the capital, shall then be laid in ruins, and be made as the furrows of the field, razed from the foundations, and scarcely one stone left upon another; which, as Josephus relates, was fully accomplished by Hircanus. Note; When God arises to judgment, no place can protect the guilty. 

3. The cause of all their miseries is their sin; and if it be asked, What is the transgression of Jacob? the crime peculiarly provoking; Is it not Samaria? the calf, and the idolatry there committed? See Hosea 8:5. And what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem? set up there with most impious effrontery against God's temple; yea, in the very courts of the sanctuary an altar is reared to idols, 2 Kings 16:10-18. Note; (1.) Sin is at the bottom of all suffering. (2.) Great cities and persons, whose bad conduct and example spread the contagion of iniquity, shall be first and deepest in punishment. 

4. The demolition of their idols, as well as themselves, is threatened. They shall be broken in pieces by the Assyrians, and made utterly desolate. Such as were not worth carrying away for a spoil, shall be stripped of their ornaments, and left as naked logs; and all the hires thereof shall be burnt with the fire; their palaces and substance, which they esteemed the gifts of their idols, and the hire of their idolatry: thus what they gathered of the hire of an harlot, shall return to the hire of an harlot; be given to their idolatrous enemies, who would regard the spoil as the reward sent by their gods, and spend it in their service. Or the sense may be, that their wealth, which was as ill-gotten as the money earned by prostitution, would be, like it, under the curse of God, and quickly consumed. Note; The wages got by sin will be ever earned with a curse, and such gain cannot prosper. 

2nd, We have, 

1. The prophet deeply lamenting the desolations that he beheld approaching; wailing as a dragon, and mourning as an owl, because the wound is incurable, the decree being gone forth against Israel, and their impenitence determinately obstinate; and now the Assyrian army is at the very gate of Jerusalem. Note; The holy prophets are themselves deeply afflicted at the view of the threatenings which they are obliged to declare; and, so far from taking a delight in these sad messages of woe, they weep over sinners, while they warn them. 

2. Other cities are called upon to join the prophet's mourning, but withal are admonished not to declare it at Gath, nor weep so as to let the Philistines see their grief, who would triumph with malicious pleasure in their calamities. In silent grief they are commanded to roll themselves in the dust, in the house of Aphrah, the house of dust, all their cities being reduced to ruinous heaps. The inhabitant of Saphir, once, as the name imports, fair and beautiful, must now go naked into captivity, stripped of all their wealth and riches. The inhabitant of Zaanan, once numerous as a flock, came not forth in the mourning of Beth-ezel, to condole with her, or to help her, being too much engaged with their own miseries; for he shall receive of you his standing; the enemy encamping near them, and making them pay dear for the resistance that their city made against him. The inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for good, hoping at last to see some stop put to the ravages of the Assyrians; but were quite in despair, when the evil came down from the Lord unto the gate of Jerusalem, and they beheld the enemy preparing to besiege it. Lachish is now bid to flee, or rather ironically her attempts to do so are derided, she being doomed with the rest to captivity. She is the beginning of the sin to the daughter of Zion: lying contiguous to Israel, this city became first infected; and the idolatry which the inhabitants had learned spread through the land of Judah; and therefore, as ringleaders in sin, they justly deserve severest judgment, the iniquities of the land lying chiefly at their door. In vain by presents would they court the Philistines of Moresheth-gath to assist them; though they promised them fair, they would fail them in the day of trial. The houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel, as the name Achzib signifies. Mareshah also shall be a prey; God will bring an heir to her, one who should seize the country, as if it were his by inheritance. He shall come unto Adullam the glory of Israel; shall seize this fortress on which they trusted; or even to the glory of Israel, to Jerusalem itself. Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children; which seems addressed to the land in general: enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; shew every expressive sign of woe; for they are gone into captivity from thee; the prophet speaks of it as already done, because God had determined it. 

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
CHAP. II. 

Against oppression. A lamentation. A reproof of injustice and idolatry. A promise of restoration to Jacob. 

Before Christ 730 

Verse 1
Micah 2:1. Woe to them that devise iniquity— "Woe to them whose thoughts are big with mischief; so that they contrive schemes of oppression and iniquity upon their beds; which, licentious in power, they put in practice as soon as they rise in the morning." See Proverbs 3:29 and Lowth. 

Verse 2
Micah 2:2. They oppress— They plunder. 

Verse 3
Micah 2:3. For this time is evil— For an evil time shall that be. 

Verse 4
Micah 2:4. He hath changed the portion— He hath alienated, or transferred the portion of my people. How hath he departed from me, to bring again him who divided our fields! But Houbigant renders it, The patrimony of my people is measured by line, and no one hath stirred himself to turn it [the line] from me; it hath divided our fields: that is to say, "No one hath prohibited the enemy from dividing our fields among them." The next verse confirms this interpretation Therefore there shall be no one, who, casting lots, shall extend a line for thee, in the congregation of the Lord. The Assyrians had ravaged Israel and Judah before their final destruction. See 2 Kings 15:29; 2 Kings 18:13. 

Verse 6-7
Micah 2:6-7. Prophesy ye not, &c.— Prophesy ye not:—Yet they will prophesy. At least prophesy not these things: The boundaries of the kingdom shall not be removed, Micah 2:7. For thus saith the house of Jacob, Is the Spirit of the Lord? &c. Houbigant. 

Verse 8
Micah 2:8. Ye pull off the robe, &c.— Having taken away the garment, you plunder the robe also. They who travel securely are carried away as captives in war. Houbigant. 

Verse 9
Micah 2:9. From their children, &c.— "Because, when ye plunder their houses, ye take away their children, and sell them to strangers and idolaters; and they are no longer esteemed my children, because they become the worshippers of false gods." See 2 Chronicles 28:8. 

Verse 10
Micah 2:10. Arise ye, and depart— These words are addressed to the true worshippers of God, who dwelt in the kingdom of Israel, and who were part of all that Jacob, whom God, in the 12th verse, promises to assemble. That the truly pious only can be here addressed, is plain from the words, because it is polluted. The next clause should be rendered, Thou art defiled; all inherent corruption is in thee. 

Verse 11
Micah 2:11. If a man, &c.— If a man, walking after the wind, or pursuing vanity and falsehood, do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee for wine and for strong drink, &c. 

Verse 12
Micah 2:12. As the flock, &c.— They shall make a great noise on account of the multitude of men, as the flock in the midst of the fold. God is often styled the Shepherd of Israel; and his care over his believing people is compared to that of a shepherd over his flock, when he gathers them into the fold, and defends them from beasts of prey. See Houbigant and Lowth. 

Verse 13
Micah 2:13. The breaker is come up, &c.— He who shall open the way shall ascend before them: They shall come by troops, and pass through the gates. Their king before them shall lead the band: The Lord shall be at their head. In these two last verses the times of the new covenant are foretold; when he who is both the shepherd and the king of his sheep,—of all his faithful people,—shall open the way before them; when they shall go into that rest mentioned, Micah 2:10. It is very usual with the prophets, after they have denounced the destruction of the Jewish republic, to foretel their grand and spiritual deliverance; that the people might not think themselves intirely forsaken of God as a nation. See Houbigant and Calmet. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, It is true both of nations and individuals, that they would never have been sufferers, if they had not first been sinners. 

1. The sins of this people are brought to light. With deep contrivance, even on their beds, they planned their wicked designs; and having in the day cast their greedy eyes on some field or house which lay convenient for them, they devised how to dispossess the owner, and, like Ahab, seize the heritage: and, eager to put their schemes in execution, no sooner does the morning break, than they are in haste to be at their evil work; and, having the power in their hands, stop at no oppression, fraud, or injustice, to accomplish their designs, careless about the miseries which they may entail upon the unhappy families of those who fall the victims of their covetousness. Note; (1.) Where inordinate love of gain possesses the heart, the very feelings of humanity are often banished. (2.) The more design and deliberation there is in sin, the more exceeding sinful it becomes. (3.) They who abuse their power to oppression, will find a greater than they to espouse the cause of the injured. 

2. God threatens them with condign punishment. They flattered themselves that they could as easily escape the curse as they had broken the commands of God, and haughtily looked down on their inferiors, and despised the warnings of the prophets; but God will devise an evil against them, the Assyrian invasion, from which they cannot remove their necks; and in this time of evil, distress, and perplexity, the lofty looks of the proud shall be brought low; for pride will surely sooner or later have a fall. To such misery would they be then reduced, that they would be a proverb in the mouth of every beholder; insulted by their enemies and by their friends bitterly lamented; the general cry will be, We be utterly spoiled; their persons captives; their substance plundered; their land possessed by strangers; their portion changed, and given into the hands of the heathen. Turning away, he hath divided our fields; either God in anger hath turned from them, and given them up to the spoil; or the Assyrian conqueror, before he retired, divided their land among others; so that now they should neither have the country to divide, as in the days of Joshua, nor people to inhabit it, nor a congregation of the Lord, in which to cast the lot before him. Note; (1.) What is got by fraud, will usually be no abiding possession. (2.) There is a righteous God, who will shortly deal with proud oppressors according to their deserts. 

2nd, They who choose their own delusions, are justly given up to them. The sins and punishments of this people exactly correspond. 

1. Their persecution of the prophets is punished by depriving them of these faithful ministers, and abandoning them to their own inventions. Prophesy ye not, say they to them that prophesy? they could not bear their harsh admonitions, nor patiently hear the judgments which they denounced, and therefore enjoined them silence. Thus they who will not be reformed hate to be reproved, and still seek to silence the faithful ministers who will not suffer them to go on quietly in their iniquities, but denounce those terrors of the Lord which disturb their repose. Some read the words Prophesy not, as addressed to the true prophets; but prophesy ye, the false prophets, who flattered them in their iniquities: such teachers they chose as with lies and falsehood lulled them asleep, promising them peace, though they added drunkenness to thirst, the companions or encouragers of their wickedness; and though they abused their blessings so vilely, prophesying of wine and of strong drink, the best news in a drunkard's ears; he shall be the prophet of this people. On such abominable conduct God expostulates with them, O thou that art named the house of Jacob, glorying in their descent from this patriarch; is the Spirit of the Lord straitened? will their prohibition stop God's Spirit? and when he speaks, can the prophets forbear? Or will they limit him to visions of peace, and restrain him from foretelling the judgments that they provoked? Are these his doings? does such conduct become the house of Jacob? or, is this like God's people? or, does God delight in vengeance? No: they forced him to the strange work. Do not my words, says he, do good to him that walketh uprightly? If they enjoy not the blessing, they have only themselves to blame, who, by their impenitence, put good things from them. For these things, therefore, God gives them up to their own delusions, and bids his prophets be silent. They shall not prophesy to them, that they shall not take shame; either that the prophets may not expose themselves to the insults which they had met with; or that they should reprove the people no more, who, as they had chosen lying prophets as their sin, shall be curst with them as their plague; and a heavier one cannot light upon them. Note; (1.) They who are vile themselves, choose those for teachers who most resemble them, and from whom they least fear reproof. (2.) None hate God's word, but those who walk contrary thereto: the upright delight in it, and adore the justice of the wrath therein revealed, as well as the riches of the grace. (3.) Many are happy when their ministers who disturbed them are removed or silenced, not knowing the wrath and reprobacy which are herein contained. 

2. Their oppression shall be punished with captivity. Even of late my people is risen up as an enemy; as when the Israelites fell upon their brethren, 2 Chronicles 28:6 or they grew more and more oppressive. Ye pull off the robe with the garment; stripping the poor quite naked, and this without the least provocation; from them that pass by securely, little suspecting such violence; as men averse from war, peaceable themselves, they thought to pass unmolested. Nay, to such a pitch of inhumanity they advanced, that they spared not helpless women and children, plundering their pleasant houses: and from their defenceless children have ye taken away my glory for ever; enslaving them, and selling them to the heathen; thus depriving them of all the blessings of God's worship, and robbing him of his glory. But God will give them according to their deeds: the oppressors shall in their turn be oppressed. Arise ye, and depart, ye who are my true worshippers, out of this polluted land: or, as others explain it, Arise ye, and depart, prepare for captivity; for this is not your rest: you flattered yourselves with an abiding mansion here, but God hath decreed the contrary. Because it is polluted, it shall destroy you even with a sore destruction; the land shall shake them out as the Canaanites of old; and the Chaldean sword shall spread dreadful ravages among them, the just punishment of their cruelty and oppression. Note; (1.) To oppress the fatherless and widows is peculiarly criminal, and God will surely be the avenger of their wrongs. (2.) This world is not our rest; we must not think of it here below: it is polluted, and every thing around us is ready to communicate defilement. We must arise and depart, weaned from it in affection, and passing through it as a pilgrim through a strange land, careful to avoid the pollutions that are in it, and hastening on to our only true rest, which is above with God in glory. 

3rdly, God still in judgment remembers mercy. The chapter closes with a gracious promise of the adored Messiah. 

The Lord will assemble the scattered remnant of Israel returning penitently to him whom they had forsaken, and will unite them in one glorious fold, where they shall together rejoice aloud under their divine Shepherd's care; which was accomplished when, by the preaching of the Gospel of Christ, many penitent Jews were brought into his church, and rejoiced in his salvation; and will be more fully accomplished, when the sons of Jacob shall be gathered from their present dispersion and embrace the true Messiah. The breaker is gone up before them, Christ Jesus, who hath borne down all opposition from sin and Satan, and opened a way for the faithful to pass over, especially by his resurrection and ascension, leading their captivity captive: they have broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it, even all the faithful sons of God, who are made more than conquerors through his grace, and enabled triumphantly to pass through the gate of death: and their king shall pass before them, and the Lord on the head of them; Jesus the captain of their salvation leading the way, opening the kingdom of heaven to all believers, and bringing many sons unto glory, even all that faithful host which no man can number. 

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
CHAP. III. 

The cruelty of the princes. The falsehood of the prophets. The security of them both. 

Before Christ 710. 

Verse 3
Micah 3:3. And flay their skin from off them— Who, when ye have flayed the skin from off them, and broken their bones, then throw their flesh as into a pot, or cauldron. These are hyperbolical expressions, to set forth the covetousness and cruelty of the princes of Israel, who, like unnatural shepherds, acted the part of wolves toward their flocks. 

Verse 5
Micah 3:5. And cry, Peace— "Who speak nothing but agreeable and friendly things, so long as any thing is given them to satisfy their covetousness; but who proclaim war, and become bitter enemies to those that do not put into their mouths what they demand." See Calmet. Instead of prepare war, we may read proclaim war. 

Verse 6
Micah 3:6. And the sun shall go down, &c.— "You shall be in confusion, and in grief, despised and ill-treated; not able to open your mouth, when the people carried with you into captivity shall accuse you of the false and delusive counsels which you would have passed upon them as the oracles of God. Overtaken yourselves by dark days, and dismal calamities, as a just judgment for your frauds and impostures, you shall have no light or revelation from heaven; no answer from God;" Micah 3:7. See Calmet. 

Verse 8
Micah 3:8. But truly I am full of power, &c.— "I speak with courage, fully assured that it is the spirit of God which animates me; and, in consequence hereof, I have the honesty and courage to reprove the crying sins of the nations, though practised and encouraged by the greatest of men; contrary to the base soothings and flatteries of the false prophets, for a little wine and strong drink." See Micah 3:11 and chap. Micah 2:11. 

Verse 12
Micah 3:12. Therefore shall Zion—be plowed as a field— There is nothing that hinders us from referring this prophesy to the first destruction of Jerusalem; for, though the foundations of the walls were left, yet a great number of houses within the city were overturned, as well by the Chaldeans as by the Jews themselves; who possibly used the materials to repair the breaches made in the walls during the long siege that they underwent; when there could be no wonder if many places were plowed as a field, for the purposes of corn, which before were gardens and houses. See 1 Maccabees 4:38. The prophesy, however, may have a farther respect to the total desolation of Jerusalem, when Terentius Rufus, by the order of Titus, plowed up the very foundations of it. See Houbigant and Calmet. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The higher the station, or the more sacred the office, the more dangerously influential will be an ill example, and the more aggravated is every transgression. The princes and priests, who should have been the support of religion, are chief in sin, and shall be chief in suffering. 

1. The princes are arraigned and condemned. With great boldness the prophet charges their crimes upon their consciences, and bids them hear what the prince of the kings of the earth hath decreed concerning them. The duty of their station, as magistrates, required that they should be wise to know and impartial to administer justice: but the very reverse had their conduct been. They hate the good, the righteous man and his cause; and love the evil, approving the wicked, and countenancing them; or they hated goodness itself, and delighted in wickedness and oppression, like wild beasts tearing the flock of God's pasture, fleecing them to the very skin by their exactions and rapine; yea, to the very marrow they devoured them, breaking their bones, and chopping them as for the pot. For which barbarity and rapaciousness God threatens to cast out their prayer in the day of distress, and turn a deaf ear to their cries, as they have done to the cries of the oppressed. And just will be the retaliation. 

2. The false prophets are next convicted, and their doom is read. They caused the people to err by their lies, crying Peace, when God had said, There is no peace: they bite with their teeth; either gnash upon the true prophets for their reproofs; or, so long as the people fed them well, they flattered them in their sins: and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare war against him, denounce God's judgments against him, or stir up his neighbours or the princes to persecute him. For which wickedness they shall be brought into the night of dark and dismal calamities, and be for ever silenced, experience giving the lie to their divinations; or because of divination shall these evils come upon them; all their prosperity shall be at an end, their sun shall set, and darkness and dismay surround them: confounded and ashamed, they shall no more dare open their lips; for now it shall be evident to all, that they never had an answer from God, though they made use of his sacred name to preface their pretended revelations. Let those who usurp the office of God's ministers without a divine call remember that the day is near when their sin and shame shall be made manifest to all. 

2nd, In opposition to the character of the false prophets Micah declares, 

1. Whence he received his commission, and how he discharged it. The Spirit of the Lord had called him, and furnished him with gifts and graces for the work of his ministry; therefore he could say, truly I am full of power: he speaks with confidence; for he knew that he said no more than the truth: and of judgment and of might; he feared neither the many nor the mighty; he delivered his message with dignity, as one having authority; with zeal for God's glory and the good of men's souls; and with judgment, discretion guiding his zeal; and his discernment was clear, both to distinguish truth from falsehood, and to know how to speak a word in season; therefore, being thus qualified for his ministry, he boldly declared to Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin, whether they would hear or whether they would forbear. Note; (1.) Those whom God calls into the ministry he qualifies for it. (2.) They who go to bear testimony against a sinful people, need much courage and fidelity to discharge their trust. 

2. Being thus sent on God's errand, he, without respect of persons, delivers his message, and calls upon the heads of Jacob, the princes, priests, and prophets, who had been the ringleaders in sin, to hear God's righteous judgments. The princes, as magistrates, abhorred justice, and perverted the law to oppression; the highest bribe with them ever carried the cause, and nothing could be transacted without a fee. They sucked the very blood of the poor, or murdered the innocent to seize their goods, and then built them stately palaces at Jerusalem, or ornamented the temple with the wages of their iniquity. The priests, equally mercenary, and lovers of filthy lucre, taught for hire, not for God's glory, or the good of men's souls; and, if they were well paid, they readily suited their doctrine to the palate of their hearers. The prophets also divined for money; they who inquired of them were sure to hear good news, if they paid them well: and yet, notwithstanding these abominations, They lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? Because they had the temple and the outward ordinances, they flattered themselves that they had God's favour and presence among them; and therefore no evil can come upon us; as if their external privileges would be their protection: but they were fatally deceived; as all will be, who rest on the form while they deny the power of godliness. Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, &c. Their sins had provoked God to send utter destruction on the temple and city in which they placed their confidence; not a stone shall be left on another, but the whole be reduced to a ruinous heap; which was in great measure done by the Chaldeans, and most literally fulfilled by the Romans. Note; (1.) Ministers must know no respect of persons when they speak in God's name, but rebuke the greatest with all authority. (2.) Nothing is so opposite to the character of Christ's ambassadors, as that of serving for hire, and loving filthy lucre. (3.) Outward privileges abused aggravate the guilt and hasten the ruin of sinners, while they are placing their confidence in them. (4.) The sins of the great bring down those judgments which overwhelm their own country with desolation. 

04 Chapter 4 
Introduction
CHAP. IV. 

The glory, peace, kingdom, and victory of the church. 

Before Christ 710. 

Verse 1
Micah 4:1. But in the last days, &c.— See what has been said upon this subject on Isaiah 2:2; Isaiah 2:22. 

Verse 5
Micah 4:5. And we will walk, &c.— This passage respects the Jews alone, and the times which followed the captivity; when the Jews continued attached to their God, while the Gentile world remained in the darkness of idolatry. The two next verses, primarily respecting the return from the captivity, have, as is usual with the prophets, a still farther view to the Gospel times, and especially to the last call of the Jews, the fulness of the Gentiles, and the establishment of Christ's millennial reign on earth. 

Verse 8
Micah 4:8. And thou, O tower, &c.— And thou, O tower of Eder, O fortress of the daughter of Sion, thy time shall come: and the former dominion shall return, even the kingdom, to the daughter of Jerusalem. See Vitringa an Isaiah 32:14. The prophet, says Houbigant, changes the name of Jerusalem, and uses a topographic name, tower of the flock; which tower, perhaps, was near the sheep-pool;—and the name of clift; עפל opel, to signify that he now pro-phesies of a future state, and that temporal, of the city of Jerusalem itself; for, after he had foretold that the new law should take its beginning from Jerusalem; here, and to the end of the chapter, he foretels what changes of affairs should happen in the republic and kingdom of the Jews, till the future light of the Gospel should break forth. He had said at the end of the foregoing chapter, that Jerusalem should be plowed as a field; he now adds, resuming the order of time, that the ancient kingdom should return to the daughter of Jerusalem. Instead of, Unto thee shall it come, Houbigant reads, Thou shalt be clothed with thy ornament; for he observes, that unto thee shall it come, has no meaning; neither is there in the Hebrew any nominative case to the verb shall come. 

Verse 9
Micah 4:9. Now why dost thou cry, &c.— As much as to say, "What cause is there thus to cry and lament like a woman in labour, when it is so certainly promised thee that thy ancient kingdom shall again return? There indeed cause for thee to lament, on the view of thy Babylonish captivity; for, till after that period, thou shalt have no temporal deliverer: but that past, the Lord will gather thee as the sheaves into the floor;" Micah 4:12. Instead of, Is thy counsellor perished, &c. we may read Is thy counsellor lost, that pangs, &c.? 

Verse 11
Micah 4:11. Let her be defiled— Thou art defiled, and our eye shall behold Sion as a spectacle; that is to say, of scorn. 

Verse 13
Micah 4:13. Arise, and thresh— The expression alludes to the manner of treading out the corn in the eastern countries; which was done by the feet of oxen. Instead of, And I will consecrate, &c. Houbigant reads, And thou shalt consecrate their prey, &c. which was fulfilled by the Maccabees and their successors. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, After the desolations before described, never could a more welcome But come in, than begins the present chapter, where, according to the riches of God's grace, the former melancholy scene changes, and the Gospel-church, a brighter phoenix, rises from the ashes of Zion. 

1. The church of Christ shall be firmly established, and gloriously exalted. In the last days, the days of the Messiah, it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills, fixed on a basis immoveable for the benefit of all the faithful; and conspicuous as a city set on a hill. And this had its primary accomplishment when Christ and his apostles first erected this glorious fabric, and shall more eminently be fulfilled when, in the latter day, the kingdoms of the world will become the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Christ. 

2. Vast multitudes of converts shall flow unto it, numerous as the drops which mighty rivers pour into the ocean; and many nations shall come and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, encouraging each other eagerly to press into the church; and he, Christ the head of his church, will teach us of his ways, by his word and Spirit; and we will walk in his paths, supported by his grace, and strengthened to follow him; for the law shall go forth of Zion, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus; and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem; the Gospel there began to be first preached, and thence the healing waters of the sanctuary have flowed into all lands, and through mercy particularly into our own. And they who have an enlightened mind will value the inestimable blessing. 

3. The power which will accompany the preaching of the Gospel in these last days, will change men's hearts, and bring them to mutual love and peace. He shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off, convincing the Gentiles of their sin, and the judgment of God against it, and bringing them to repentance and faith; in consequence of which, swords shall be turned into plough-shares, all quarrels and animosities cease, the proud passionate spirits of men be made humble and peaceable, and wars be at an end; whilst each, sitting in comfort under his own vine and fig-tree, shall be quiet from fear of evil; which, so far as the Gospel now prevails, will be the spirit of every converted soul; and it shall universally be diffused in the last days, when this happy state of things shall more gloriously appear; for the mouth of the Lord of Hosts hath spoken it; and therefore, however unlikely it may seem, it shall be fulfilled. 

4. There will then be wonderful constancy among Christians in their holy profession. For all people will walk every one in the name of his god. This is usually the case, Jeremiah 2:11 or this will be the case till the Messiah shall convert them to himself. And we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever, with unshaken fidelity and unremitting ardour; such being even now the full purpose of every gracious soul. 

5. Though the souls of poor penitent sinners are often now like a poor flock before devouring wolves or roaring lions, worried and tempted, and will be more or less till these last and glorious days; God will then bind Satan; and he will superabundantly strengthen all his people, and they shall be all one fold under one shepherd. And this some commentators particularly refer to the Jews, who shall be recovered from their present dispersion at last, and, after all their afflictions, become a great and glorious people to the Lord. 

6. The Lord shall then reign in his church for ever and ever. He has begun to set up his kingdom already in the world; but hereafter he will more eminently display his power and grace, when, the fulness of the Gentiles being come in, and Israel restored, He shall reign in mount Zion and over his ancients gloriously. 

2nd, The words, O tower of the flock, Migdal-eder, are left by many untranslated, as the name of a place near Bethlehem, Genesis 35:19-21. Others suppose them put for Jerusalem, the strong-hold of the daughter of Zion: whilst others, and with reason, conjecture this to be one of the titles of the Messiah, the tower of his faithful flock, and the strong-hold of his church. And, 

1. It is here promised, that in him the kingdom of David, which was fallen, should revive in all its splendour, according to the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem. There the Gospel of the kingdom began to be preached; many Jews were admitted members of it; and the apostles, who were of the stock of Israel, were the chief persons in it: perhaps also particular respect may be had to Christ's coming to them at the time of their last conversion, when the kingdom of the Messiah shall most eminently come to them. 

2. The temporal deliverances that God will work for his Israel, are the figure and earnest of the spiritual redemption which he has in store for them. 

[1.] They are represented as in a state of great distress, crying aloud as a travailing woman in pangs; their king no more, their counsellors perished, cast out of their cities, and dwelling in the fields, led captive to Babylon, and serving their Chaldean masters. 

[2.] God will deliver them thence. Cyrus is his appointed instrument, raised up to rescue them from the house of their prison.—The figure of that great Redeemer, who came to preach deliverance to captive souls from the bondage of corruption, and to bring them into the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 

[3.] When new troubles arise, new helpers shall be given them. The church militant may expect little rest here below till the latter day's glory arrive. Now also, after their restoration from Babylon, many nations shall be gathered against thee, as particularly was the case in the days of the Maccabees; that say, Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion, pleased with the thoughts of her ruin, and hoping to behold it: but they know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither understand they his counsel, which were the very opposite to theirs; for, while they designed the destruction of Zion, he intends to overrule their assembling to their own confusion and perdition: for he shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor, ripe for ruin; and then the daughter of Zion shall be strengthened to arise and thresh, pushing her enemies as with horns of iron, treading them under foot as with hoofs of brass, and beating them in pieces. And I will consecrate their gain unto the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth. The spoil, which was gotten by the Lord's power, ought justly to be devoted to his honour and service. All our gains are from him, and should be employed for him. 

This prophesy, some suppose, was literally accomplished in the victories of the Maccabees over Antiochus and the neighbouring nations. Whilst others conceive it to refer to the spiritual conquests of the Redeemer. And some imagine that it relates to the destruction of the anti-christian powers in the latter days, when the kingdom of Jesus shall be triumphantly set up, and all his foes be made his footstool. 

05 Chapter 5 

Introduction
CHAP. V. 

The birth of Christ; his kingdom; his conquest. 

Before Christ 710. 

Verse 1
Micah 5:1. Now gather thyself in troops, &c.— But thou shalt be made desolate, O desolating daughter: thou shalt be surrounded by a siege; because they have smitten the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek. This verse should be the last of the preceding chapter, and not the first of this; for the last fate of the Jews is here terminated; who, in the re-establishment of their kingdom, having taken much spoil from the neighbouring people, shall at length perish, when they have struck Jesus Christ, the judge of Israel, on the cheek. See Houbigant. 

Verse 2
Micah 5:2. But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah— Ephratah was another name for Beth-lehem in the tribe of Judah, and both names are joined together to distinguish it from another Beth-lehem in the tribe of Zebulun. In the gospel by St. Matthew it is said, Thou, Beth-lehem, in the land of Judah, art not the least. In the Hebrew it is, though thou art the least, or, literally, little to be; להיות צעיר zair leheioth. The sense in both is clear and consistent, says Dr. Sharpe; for this city, though far from being the most considerable in extent of all those belonging to the princes of Judah, is nevertheless, on account of the governor or ruler who was to come out of it, not the least among the thousands of Judah. The learned Pococke, on this passage, has shewn, that the original word may signify either great or little. But this is a mode of interpretation not very admissible. If the passage be read, as in the translation from the Syriac in the English Polyglot, with an interrogation, it will have the force of a negative, and then may well be rendered, as in the Arabic and Persic versions, and in the Gospel by St. Matthew; but, if without any interrogation, it will be as it is in the other versions from the Hebrew. Hence it is evident, that the Gospel may be reconciled with the present copies of the Hebrew Bible, without any alteration of the text, which, in matter of evidence, is not to be admitted. It may be proper, however, to observe, that in the original there is neither an affirmative nor a negative particle: literally, the words are, as we before remarked, a little one to be. Now if there be any necessity for adding any thing to clear up the sense, surely an inspired apostle, quoting the decision of the whole Jewish Sanhedrin, should, above all others, be followed; and after him we might well render the passage, Thou, Beth-lehem,—art not a very little one, to be in the thousands of Judah; for, or since out of thee shall come forth, &c. And the context seems to require this, assigning the birth of this ruler in Beth-lehem as a reason why it was not a little one in reality, though such in esteem. It is added, among the thousands; which St. Matthew reads, among the princes of Judah; and for this reason, every tribe was divided into so many thousand men, as shires in England are into hundreds; over which presided an ףּאל alup,—leader, or prince, to command them in battle. Hence the same word came to signify at once a thousand and the leader of a thousand. Beth-lehem was too small in people to be reckoned as one of these thousands, or to be numbered singly in the army against the enemy; but is promised the advantage over them, in giving birth to that ruler in Israel, who is superior to all the princes of the thousands. The Hebrew word יצא ietse, rendered come forth, signifies also to be born; and so this prophesy, as the Scribes and Pharisees understood it, plainly points to Beth-lehem as the place where the ruler or king of Israel was to be born, after the Babylonish captivity was over; and thus it is impossible to accommodate it to any other ruler than the Messiah. But if this circumstance can be accommodated to no other than him, much less can that which follows: Whose goings-forth have been of old, from everlasting; to signify the perfection and excellency of the generation of the person here foretold. The prophet here describes him who, he says, should come out of Beth-lehem, and be ruler in Israel, by another more eminent coming or going forth than that from Beth-lehem, even before Beth-lehem had an existence,—from all eternity; which is so signal a description of the divine generation before all time, or of that going-forth from everlasting of Christ the eternal Son of God, God of the substance of the Father, begotten before all worlds, and afterwards in time (according to what is said, that he should come forth out of Beth-lehem) made man of the substance of his mother, and born in the world,—that this prophesy belongs only to him, and could never be verified of any other. The word ומוצאתיו amotsoothaiv, for goings-forth, that is to say, birth, is plural. It is a common Hebraism to denote the eminency or continuation of a thing or action by the plural number. From these circumstances in the text, the Chaldee paraphrast of the Jews inserts the name of the Messiah before ruler in Israel, to shew of whom the prophet is to be understood; and to signify that what follows relates also to the Messiah. He then who is the subject of this prophesy is that divine Person, who so often went forth in the name of the Lord; who conversed with Abraham and Moses, manifesting by miracles and wonders his Godhead and supreme power: who was from everlasting; and who, at last, was made manifest in the flesh, and came forth from Beth-lehem, the king of the Jews. Of no other person whatever can it be said, that he appeared, or came forth from the beginning; from the days of eternity, as it is well rendered by the LXX: he who was afterwards, in some period of time subsequent to this oracle by Micah, to come forth out of Beth-lehem, as a prince or governor,—unto me; or, before God the Father. See Bishop Chandler's Defence, p. 124. Sharpe's Second Argument, p. 150 and Houbigant. 

Verse 3
Micah 5:3. Therefore will he give them up— Notwithstanding, he will give them up, until the time that she that beareth, &c. The Hebrew word יתנם itneim, rendered give up, signifies properly, says Dr. Sharpe, so to give, as to continue or accomplish; and the pronoun them is to be referred to the goings-forth. These proceedings, or goings-forth as of old, he was not to give up, or surrender, but to give, and continue, or accomplish, until he should be born of the virgin; until she which travaileth hath brought forth. Houbigant understands it in nearly the same sense. The Hebrew word יתר ieter, rendered remnant, in the next clause of the verse, is used to signify excellency, Genesis 49:3-4 and to excel, Job 4:21. Proverbs 12:26; Proverbs 17:7. And that this is the sense of the word here seems evident, because another word is used for remnant in the 7th and 8th verses. The word ישׁובון ieshubun, rendered to return, may without the vau, when different!y pointed, signify to dwell; Psalms 23:6 and is translated in that sense by the LXX. Isai. xxl. 12. According to these observations, the prophet may be understood as implying, "After his birth, then shall his excellent brethren,—and not the remnant of his brethren,—dwell among the children of Israel." These brethren are the disciples and companions of the Lord, who are spoken of, Psalms 110 as eminent for worth and excellence. 

Verse 4
Micah 5:4. He shall stand and feed— Houbigant observes, that the Messiah is said to stand, or continue on earth, in contradistinction to his goings-forth from eternity. This great shepherd is said to feed or rule; (in the LXX is added, his flock) in the majesty of his name, or, in the glorious name of Jehovah his God. This is certainly that great Personage of whom God says, My name is in him. He is to feed his sheep in the majesty of the name of God; or, the glory of God is to be manifested by the great miracles that he is to perform, and the high office that he is to discharge, as the Shepherd, the Mediator, the Lord. It is added, And they shall abide; that is to say, his disciples and followers shall be established, in consequence of his mission and miracles; and now by their ministry shall be great unto the ends of the earth. This was accomplished by the swift and amazing progress which Christianity made in the world. Houbigant very judiciously joins the first clause of the next verse to the end of this; because, says he, those words conclude the prophesy concerning the coming of the Messiah, and the light of the Gospel brought by him, who is the prince of peace. See Isaiah 9:6. 

Verse 5-6
Micah 5:5-6. When the Assyrian shall come, &c.— Instead of, Shall we raise against him, &c. in Micah 5:5. Houbigant reads, Seven shepherds and eight princes of the people shall be raised against them; Micah 5:6 who shall feed upon the land of, &c. And the land of Nimrod with the edge thereof; and shall deliver us from the Assyrian, when, &c. Micah now returns, says he, to the last times of the Jewish republic, which were spoken of at the end of the preceding chapter; and, after the ruin of the Assyrians, foretels the kingdom of the seven Magi in Persia, afterwards of the eight leaders, whereof Darius the son of Hystaspes was one; by whom the Jewish republic returned to its ancient splendour. If we admit our interpretation, this deliverance must be referred to the goings-forth of the Word, which he was to accomplish before he was made flesh, and dwelt among us. Dr. Sharpe observes, "Since no person whatever was raised up to deliver the Jews when the armies of Nebuchadnezzar laid waste Jerusalem, and made the inhabitants thereof captives, in which state they continued seventy years, and as what follows manifestly relates to some future period, I cannot help thinking that the seven shepherds are the seven Maccabees; namely, Mattathias and his five sons, with Hyrcanus the son of Simon; and the eight princes, the Asmonean race; beginning with Aristobulus, and ending with Mariamne, who was married to Herod. This interpretation connects the several oracles in this and the foregoing chapter, and leads us naturally, and in due order of time, from the destruction of Jerusalem under Nebuchadnezzar, to the birth of Christ; for, when she who travailed had brought forth in Beth-lehem, then the goings-forth of him, who in the fulness of the dispensations of God's providence was to be ruler in Israel, or king of the Jews, were perfected. Let it be observed here, that a chain of prophesy, extending from the days of Micah to those of Herod, or much longer, from Balaam to Titus, confirmed in every part by events absolutely out of all human power to have foreseen, is such an evidence of these ancient records, as ought not to be rejected." See much more on the subject, in Sharpe's Second Argument, p. 172. 

Verse 7
Micah 5:7. And the remnant of Jacob shall be—as a dew, &c.— The dews were of the greatest service in this land, which was watered by rain only in two seasons of the year. The word dew, therefore, is used figuratively, to express any thing fructifying and exhilarating; and is well applied to the Maccabees, who, relying on the divine help, and without any foreign aid, with a small band overthrew mighty armies of the enemy, and were in their walls like lions; and young lions; bringing the greatest comfort and the highest honour to their afflicted country. See Houbigant. 

Verse 10
Micah 5:10. And it shall come to pass, &c.— That is, in that interval of time which was between the first and last destruction of Jerusalem; for during that period the Jews worshipped no false gods, and had no prophets or soothsayers of false gods; and at the end of this period the Romans took their city, and utterly overthrew their government and nation. See Houbigant. 

Verse 11
Micah 5:11. And I will cut off the cities, &c.— See Hosea 1; Hosea 7. Bishop Sherlock is of opinion, that the present passage is to the same import with that in Hosea; and that the meaning is, their salvation should be so perfect and complete, that they should want neither forces nor strong holds; for God would be to them instead of armies and fortified towns. See Sherlock on Prophesy, Dissert. 4: p. 382. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have here, 

1. Troublous times prophesied against the Jews. See the Annotations. 

2. The Messiah is promised, the grand support of his true spiritual Israel in every time of their distress: the hopes of his appearing may well keep them from sinking into despair, and engage them to wait patiently for him. But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings-forth have been from of old, from everlasting. St. Matthew has left us no doubt concerning whom these words are spoken: they relate to Christ, and of him the ancient Jewish interpreters understood them. [1.] They fix the place of his nativity at Beth-lehem. [2.] They describe the office of the Messiah to be a ruler in Israel; not indeed over Israel after the flesh, but over his spiritual subjects, the children of Abraham by faith. [3.] They assert his eternal Godhead: from everlasting are his goings-forth. Though, as man, he came forth from the lineage of David, and out of the city of Beth-lehem, as God he is from everlasting to everlasting, without beginning of days or end of life. 

3. Before his appearing in the flesh the Jews shall go through much tribulation. Therefore, or notwithstanding, will he give them up, for a while, to be harassed by their enemies, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth; which may be referred to the blessed virgin the mother of Christ, of whom the long-expected Saviour, in the fulness of time, should be born for the consolation of Israel. But others refer these words to Christ's rejection of the Jewish nation for a while, for their unbelief, until the church, the spiritual Zion, has brought forth the fulness of the Gentiles: then the remnant of his brethren, the Jewish people, shall return unto the children of Israel, and be admitted into the gospel church. Or this may comprehend the Gentiles also, whom Christ is not ashamed to call his brethren, Hebrews 2:11 who with the Jews will become at last one fold under one shepherd. But see the critical notes for other interpretations. 

4. The people of Christ shall then be safe and happy under his blessed government. He shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, clothed with divine power, able to protect the sheep of his pasture, and watching over them with kind solicitude, providing for their wants, and ministering to them out of his fulness; in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God, being himself, in his nature and perfections, very God; and also, as Mediator, invested with a delegated power over all in heaven and earth; and therefore they shall abide, or they shall sit under his shadow, quiet and safe from fear of evil: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth, when, his Gospel being spread abroad, all flesh shall see his glory, and the nations be gathered unto him. And this man shall be the peace: man is not in the original: this shall be the peace; this Messiah, who by the blood of his cross shall make peace with God on the behalf of perishing sinners, and by his grace shall preserve his faithful people from all the enemies of his souls; when the Assyrian shall come into our land; as he delivered them from Sennacherib's invasion, so will he still protect those who cast all their confidence on him from the power of the wicked: and when he shall tread in our palaces, and seems ready to swallow up the people of God, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight principal men: the Lord, their protector, has instruments ready to employ in the service of his believing people, and for the destruction of their enemies: and they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances therof: thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within our borders. And this destruction of these inveterate enemies of the church of old seems to prefigure the conquests of the Gospel, before which Satan and the powers of darkness fell as lightning from heaven; and may be considered as having respect also to the final destruction of Christ's enemies, when the Pagan, Papal, and Mahometan powers, which last now possesses these countries, shall be entirely destroyed. Note; (1.) Christ's believing people need not fear, though surrounded with enemies, or assaulted by temptations; he will be their peace when the Assyrian cometh into the land. (2.) All the church's foes shall shortly be made her footstool; a little faith and patience will issue in eternal triumphs for the faithful saints of God. 

2nd, A glorious remnant of Jacob, penitently returning to the true Messiah, and embracing him by faith and constant love, shall be saved; blessed themselves, and a blessing unto others. And this remnant may be understood, either of those who were the first preachers of the Gospel, whose word distilled as the dew, and who vanquished the superstition and idolatry of the Gentile world; or of the faithful people of God in general, who are at present but a remnant, compared with the unregenerate throughout the world. 

1. They shall be as the dew in the midst of many people, numerous as dew-drops, of heavenly extraction, fruitful in good works, and blessings to all around them; as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men; and so free and bounteous are the gifts of God's grace, preventing our desires, and above all our deserts. 

2. They shall be as a lion among the beasts of the forest, so courageous and strong; and before them their enemies shall be as a flock of helpless sheep, unable to make the least resistance, and shall fall an easy prey. Thus shall it be at the last with all who persist in their enmity against Christ and his church: they shall perish together. 

3. They shall cease from all human confidences, nor any longer need them, when all their foes are fallen. Their horses and chariots for war shall be destroyed, as useless, and the fortifications of their cities, and their strongholds be demolished: and a mercy it is when these vain confidences are taken from us, which were a temptation to us to trust on them more than in God. Their witchcrafts and unlawful arts of divination shall be cut off, and never more regarded. Every monument of idolatry shall be utterly abolished, their images and groves cast down; and the cities where idolatry prevailed, or the temples large as cities, dedicated to their idols, destroyed; or, as in the margin of our English bibles, thy enemies, both within and without. 

4. Vengeance shall then light on every disobedient sinner, such as they have not heard, so terrible; or which have not heard, refused to receive the Lord Christ, and disregarded his salvation; for which judgment shall come upon them to the uttermost. 

06 Chapter 6 

Introduction
CHAP. VI. 

God's controversy for unkindness, for ignorance, for injustice, and for idolatry. 

Before Christ 710. 

Verse 1
Micah 6:1. Hear ye now, &c.— This is a new discourse, addressed to the ten tribes. The Lord commands the prophet to call Israel to judgment before the mountains and the hills, and to receive the condemnation of their ingratitude, infidelity, injustice, and impiety. 

Verse 2
Micah 6:2. And ye strong foundations of the earth— And ye valleys in the lower parts of the earth. Houbigant. Schultens has it, Ye abiding,—or everlasting foundations, &c. And instead of testify against me, Micah 6:3. Houbigant reads answer me. 

Verse 5
Micah 6:5. From Shittim unto Gilgal— From Shittim even unto the mountainous places, whither Balak carried Balaam, that he might thence curse the people of Israel. The original word is הגלגל hagilgal, the root whereof is גל gal, a heap, or high place. See Genesis 46:34; Genesis 46:34. Balak was beyond Jordan, at its eastern bank, where we do not read of there having been any such place as Gilgal; for the Gilgal where the ark continued for some time was situated on this side Jordan. Instead of righteousness, Houbigant reads goodness. See his note, and Calmet. 

Verse 6
Micah 6:6. Wherewith shall I come, &c.— This is the answer of the people; they offer nothing in their justification; they oppose nothing to what the Lord hath said; for what could they say against a God who had convinced them in so strong and affecting a manner? They declare themselves ready to offer any expiatory sacrifice, however costly, if that would propitiate the displeasure of the Almighty, and avert his judgments; representing exactly the temper of hypocrites and habitual sinners, who hope to obtain God's favour by performing the external duties of religion. 

Verse 7
Micah 6:7. Of rivers of oil— Of fatted sheep. Houbigant. The LXX read, Fat kids. It was usual with the Phoenicians, in great dangers, to offer to their gods the dearest of their children. See 2 Kings 3:27. 

Verse 8
Micah 6:8. He hath shewed thee, O man, &c.— See here the true spirit of the law of the Lord! See here what makes a true Israelite! A truth, which the carnal Jews could never comprehend. In vain did their legislator and their prophets inculcate it upon every occasion. They had always recourse to their gross conceptions, their attachment to sacrifices, and merely external services: herein they imagined their piety, their religion, to consist; while they neglected the more essential duties of man, and the practice of the most solid virtues, justice, benevolence, and piety. Compare Titus 2:12. Houbigant reads, I will shew thee, O man, &c. 

Verse 9
Micah 6:9. The Lord's voice crieth, &c.— The voice of the Lord crieth to the city, that there may be salvation to him who shall fear his name: they have heard him rebuking; but who yet acknowledged him? Micah 6:10. While there are, &c. Houbigant. 

Verse 11
Micah 6:11. Shall I count them pure, &c.— Shall I use the wicked balance, and the stones of deceitful weight, that I may absolve this city. Micah 6:12. Whose rich men are full, &c. Houbigant. 

Verse 13
Micah 6:13. Sick— Sore. Schultens. 

Verse 14
Micah 6:14. Thy casting-down shall be, &c.— Darkness shall be upon thee; thou shalt fly away, but shalt not escape; and if any one shall escape, I will give him up to the sword. See Houbigant and the LXX. 

Verse 16
Micah 6:16. For the statutes of Omri are kept— Because thou keepest the statutes, &c. and followest their counsels, that I should make thee a desolation, and thine inhabitants a hissing; therefore, &c. See Houbigant. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, This chapter begins a new subject. 

1. The prophet is summoned to arise, and contend before the mountains; he must cry so loud, that the hills may echo again, publicly to expose the shame of Israel, and call even these inanimate creatures, the very foundations of the earth, to witness against the stupidity and insensibility of this people, who, when God spoke, turned a deaf ear to his admonitions. Note; They who plead earnestly for God, must cry aloud, though mockers revile the vehemence of their discourse. 

2. The cause of this earnestness is, the controversy which God hath against his people, whose sins are great and aggravated, and call for vengeance upon them. Though they are called Israel, their national relation to God serves to aggravate their offence. 

3. He expostulates with them on their base ingratitude. He challenges them to shew that he had ever done aught to provoke their ill-usage, or been a severe master to them in the services which he had enjoined them. He reminds them of the repeated and inestimable favours that he had showered upon them; bringing them from their bondage in Egypt, raising them up divinely-appointed leaders, guiding them safely through the wilderness, baffling the devices of Balak, and compelling Balaam, the prophet whom he had sent for to curse Israel, to answer him with blessings instead of curses upon their heads; from Shittim to Gilgal he brought them into the promised land, notwithstanding the abominations which they had committed with the Moabites: and all this was done that ye may know the righteousness of the Lord, the faithfulness of God to his promises, his goodness to them, and the justice of his present controversy against them for the base returns that they had made. Whenever he pleads against us, surely there is a cause. 

2nd, Some suppose that the words contained in the 6th and 7th verses are the words of Israel, desiring to make up the controversy with Jehovah, and inquiring the way. Others suppose that they are the words of Balak to Balaam, solicitous to gain, at any rate, an interest in God to curse Israel, though at the expence of the sacrifice of his firstborn. In this latter sense, 

1. Balak suggests his readiness to offer the most expensive sacrifices, even thousands of rams, or ten thousands of rivers of oil, speaking hyperbolically; nay, if a more precious oblation was needful to make the atonement, even the fruit of his body, his first-born son, shall bleed: and this may be applied to the awakened sinner seeking reconciliation with God; trembling before his majesty, inquiring of his ministers what he must do to be saved, brought into the dust of humiliation, solicitous to avert his displeasure and obtain his favour; burthened with sin upon his conscience, to be relieved from which he could willingly part with the dearest thing that he possesses; not that aught we can do could ever satisfy offended justice. The blood of all mankind had never been able to make satisfaction for the least sin; the blood of Jesus alone is the effectual propitiation. 

2. Balaam answers his inquiry. He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; not external offerings, but moral duties are what he prescribes; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, administering impartial justice to his subjects, and seeing that none be oppressed with wrong; to love mercy, delighting in all acts of kindness and benevolence towards the distressed and indigent; and to walk humbly with thy God, acknowledging his own insignificance, and ascribing to God the glory due unto his name. 

If we consider this as an answer given to a guilty conscience seeking reconciliation, we have, (1.) The object of faith proposed in the words thy God; in Christ Jesus he becomes such to the believing sinner, who, through the infinite merit and intercession of the Redeemer, is entitled to an interest in his favour and regard. (2.) The duty which God requires of those who truly turn to him, is not any outward thing merely, but the heart devoted to his will and service; and what he commands is not only good and right in itself, but good for us, conducing to our happiness as well as his glory. And this is, [1.] To do justice, rendering to all their due, and injuring none in body, soul, goods, or fame. [2.] To love mercy, not only extending relief to the necessitous, and pardoning every offence, but delighting to be employed in doing good, and counting the service its own reward. And, [3.] To walk humbly with God, conscious of the poverty and unprofitableness of our best services, submissive to his government, and resigned to his providences. 

3rdly, Their ingratitude being too plain, God's controversy proceeds against them. 

1. They are commanded to hearken. The Lord's voice crieth unto the city, unto the capital, where wickedness most abounded; or to every city in the land: and the man of wisdom shall see thy name, adore his perfections legible in his providences, and in the judgments that he executes on the earth; this being the highest point of wisdom, to know God, and observe his agency in every dispensation. Hear ye the rod, the warnings that God gives in his word and providences, which the man of heavenly wisdom bids us remark; and see God's hand in the stroke, who hath appointed it, in time, measure, and duration, according to his appointing, permissive, or suffering will. Note; (1.) The voice of God's true ministers is the voice of God, and to be heard with reverence and submission. (2.) Every providence has a tongue, if we have but ears to attend the message that it brings. (3.) When we see that God has appointed the rod, it becomes us to bow down in silent resignation, solicitous only to answer the end for which our afflictions are sent. 

2. A charge of fraud and violence is brought against them, for which God will not hold them guiltless. By scanty measures, and false weights, they increased their treasures; and the rich by violence and oppression filled their houses with spoil, of which, after all the warnings given them, they had not yet made restitution. And the inhabitants of inferior station, copying after their wealthier neighbours, by lies and deceit imposed on the unwary who dealt with them, and made no scruple of falsehood, in order to make the greater gain of their wares: and as they robbed one another, they robbed God also of his glory by foul idolatry. The statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab; the same abominations were practised as the wicked kings had enjoined, nor would its being the statute law of their kingdom be any exculpation of the crime; no authority can supersede the divine commands. 

3. For these things God will judge them. Therefore will I make thee sick in smiting thee, with sore judgments, which should lay waste their kingdom, and make them desolate, because of their sins. Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied, either wanting food, or the curse of God being upon their provision; and thy casting down shall be in the midst of thee, intestine discords should render them an easy conquest for the invading foe; their attempts to rescue their friends and families from captivity should be fruitless: or if they preserved a part, another enemy should quickly consume it. Their corn, wine, and oil should fail them, blasted, and never coming to maturity; or spoiled and devoured by the enemy. Thus they shall be made a desolation, Samaria, their capital, being destroyed by Salmaneser, and the inhabitants thereof an hissing, the whole land going into captivity, and treated with scorn and derision by their insulting conquerors; therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people, the wrath threatened against them in the law if they proved rebellious; or the reproach due to the oppressors for their cruelty and injustice to God's believing people. Note; (1.) When God will visit, he can permit a spirit of discord to go through a land, and make a sinful people their own executioners. (2.) None deserve severer reproach than those who, by their ungracious conduct, bring a dishonour upon the religious profession which they made. 

07 Chapter 7 

Introduction
CHAP. VII. 

The church, complaining of her small number, and the general corruption, putteth her confidence not in man, but in God. She triumpheth over her enemies. God comforteth her by promises, by confusion of the enemies, and by his mercies. 

Before Christ 710. 

Verse 1
Micah 7:1. For I am as when they have gathered— For I am like to those who are about to gather the summer fruits, and to him who is about to pluck the vintage: there are no grapes which I can eat, nor first-fruits which my soul desireth. Houbigant; who supposes, that the prophet here introduces our Saviour speaking; and certainly the discourse of the prophet, and the conduct of our Lord, Mark 11:13 have a great conformity to each other. 

Verse 3
Micah 7:3. That they may do evil with both hands earnestly— Their hands are prepared for evil, not for good: the prince asketh, and the judge demandeth for him. He who is great openly avows the wickedness of his soul, and they detest him. Houbigant. 

Verse 4
Micah 7:4. The most upright is sharper than a thorn-hedge— Rauwolff tells us, that about Tripoli there are abundance of vineyards and fine gardens, inclosed for the most part with hedges; between which gardens, run several roads and pleasant shady walks. The hedges, he says, chiefly consist of the rhamnus, paliurus, and other thorny plants. The prophet alludes to these. See the Observations, p. 217. 

Verse 7
Micah 7:7. Therefore I will look unto the Lord— The same divine Person, says Houbigant, goes on to speak, who said in the Gospel, A man's enemies are those of his own household; and who clearly foretels here both his passion and resurrection. 

Verse 9
Micah 7:9. Because I have sinned against him— Because I am about to be his victim, or sacrifice for sin. Nothing is more common in the sacred Scripture, than to denote the expiation of sin by the word חטא cheit. See Houbigant. 

Verse 11
Micah 7:11. In the day, &c.— In the day that thy walls shall be rebuilt, that day shall remove from thee the decree or judgment; that is to say, thine established laws; the laws of thy kingdom and temple. That threats, not promises, are contained in this passage, will appear probable to the reader who attends to what follows; particularly the words, The land shall be desolate. The Jews then lost their rites, and the laws of their kingdom, when they had but just repaired their walls under the reign of Herod, who rebuilt and enlarged the temple, and fortified the city. See Houbigant. 

Verse 12
Micah 7:12. In that day, &c.— That day shall bring thine enemies, as from Assyria, so also from Egypt; as from Egypt, so also from the river, &c. The Roman forces came against the Jews, both from Egypt, and from the countries of the East, which were formerly subject to the Assyrians. Houbigant. 

Verse 13
Micah 7:13. Notwithstanding, the land shall be desolate— And the land shall be laid waste, with its inhabitants; this shall be the fruit of their doings. Houbigant. 

Verse 14
Micah 7:14. Feed thy people— These are the words of the prophet to the same divine Person who had said that he should arise after he had fallen, Micah 7:8 considering whom as a shepherd, he prays him to feed his flock in fertile pastures; for this is meant by Bashan, Gilead, and Carmel. The prophet, therefore, prays for those sheep of whom Christ himself hath said, My sheep hear my voice. The Messiah answers the prophet in the 15th verse, where, instead of Thy coming out, we should read, His coming out. 

Verse 16
Micah 7:16. The nations shall see— The prophet speaks here, to the end of the chapter; foretelling the miracles of the rising church, and the pardon of sins to be given by the Lord Jesus Christ. See Houbigant. 

Verse 19
Micah 7:19. And thou wilt cast all their sins, &c.— Houbigant very properly joins the preceding clauses in this verse to the 18th, because the words pass into the second person, which continues to be used in the 20th verse. The whole is a beautiful prediction of gospel grace and mercy. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The prophet here bewails his unhappy fate, compelled to dwell among such an abandoned people; for a gracious heart is pained to behold the overflowings of ungodliness. 

1. He was singular and solitary, and scarcely could find a gracious companion amid the thousands of his countrymen; so few good men remained, as the berries which hung on the vine after the gleanings. There is no cluster to eat, no society of upright men to join with; my soul desired the first ripe fruit, longed for the converse of such as had the first fruits of the Spirit, as the holy men of old; but there were none remaining. The good man is perished out of the earth, and there is none upright among men, at least the prophet could not find them; but, like Elijah, thought he was left alone. Note; It is a sad symptom of a nation's ruin, when good men are taken away, and they who rise up in their places appear utterly degenerated from the piety of their ancestors. 

2. They stop at nothing to get wealth, lying in wait for blood, that they may seize the spoil of the innocent; and, like wild beasts, hunting their very brethren into their toils, that they may plunder and oppress them. With both hands earnestly they set themselves to the practice of wickedness; and even the magistrates and princes are chief in the transgression, judging for reward; money, not justice, ever carrying the cause before them: and the great man he uttereth his mischievous desire; so they wrap it up, or twist it together; emboldened by the known corruption of the judges, he is not afraid to appear openly in a bad cause; and having the princes on his side, they make the cords of iniquity strong, or they perplex it, rendering the matter so intricate, that the truth cannot be easily unravelled. The best of them, and bad indeed is that best, is as a brier, mischievous and hurtful; and the most upright is sharper than a thorn-hedge; they who have any transactions with them are sure to be scratched and torn; and for such abominations God will visit them; the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh, the day which the true prophets predicted, and the time when judgment should pass on the wicked watchmen in church and state; now shall be their perplexity, unable to extricate themselves from the troubles in which they were involved. 

3. All good faith was lost among them; no such thing as a friend was to be met with, and no confidence to be put in any who pretended to be a guide in church or state; nay, the very wife of their bosom was not to be trusted, being in those degenerate days base enough to betray the secrets of her husband. 

4. All reverence of parents was banished, the son dishonoureth the father, speaking contemptuously of him, behaving disrespectfully and disobediently; and the daughter riseth up against the mother, with sauciness unbecoming her sex, as well as her relation; the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's enemies are the men of his own house; his children, his servants, who should he most solicitous to advance his interest, conspiring to ruin him. Note; Nothing shews an abandoned heart more strongly than contempt of parental authority. 

2nd, In these calamitous times the prophet looks upward; thence cometh his hope. I will look unto the Lord, since no dependence was to be placed on man; I will wait for the God of my salvation, for the performance of his promises, the removal of the present distresses, or for Christ's appearing, whose incarnation the good men of old so earnestly desired; my God will hear me, and answer my prayers, of which also all his believing people may be confident, when they patiently wait upon him. Having thus cast his care upon God, the prophet, in the person of his people, 

1. Professes his confidence in God. Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy; though cast down, God's believing people were not destroyed from the face of the earth; and short would be the triumphing of their enemies; when I fall, I shall arise, strengthened with divine power; when I sit in darkness, disconsolate, dejected, the Lord shall be a light unto me, reviving, comforting, and quickening me, and bringing me out of all my afflictions; and thus at all times ought believers to stay themselves upon him. 

2. He humbly bows before the chastening rod, and owns the righteousness of the sufferings brought upon the land. I will bear the indignation of the Lord with patient submission, because I have sinned against him, and therefore should not dare to murmur against God's righteous judgments; for all true penitents lay their mouths in the dust; whatever indignation is upon them, their sins have deserved it, and they will justify God in his judgments; and, so doing, they may hope for God's appearing on their behalf; until he plead my cause, as he assuredly will for all such in due time; and execute judgment for me, pouring down vengeance on all the oppressors of his people; and he will bring me forth to the light, espouse their quarrel; and, rescuing them from their calamities, make his favour towards them openly appear; and I shall behold his righteousness; his justice in punishing their wicked enemies, his grace in succouring his afflicted people, his faithfulness in accomplishing his promises; for they who humbly submit themselves to God, and cast their care upon him, shall ever find that he careth for them. 

3. Their enemies, covered with confusion, shall behold this salvation, so unlike what they looked for. They once tauntingly asked, Where is the Lord thy God? and now are they answered, Lo! this is our God, and we have waited for him: mine eye shall behold her; their enemies, reduced to the lowest state of abject wretchedness; now shall she be trodden down as the mire of the streets: which was fulfilled in the conquest of Babylon by the Persians, and shall be proved true in the destruction of all the foes of God's spiritual faithful Israel. In the day that thy walls are to be built, the walls of Jerusalem, after their return from Babylon; in that day shall the decree be far removed, which obstructed the building for a while. In that day also he shall come even to thee, multitudes of the Jews returning to Jerusalem from Assyria, and from the fortified cities, where they had been captives, and from all places whither they had been dispersed and fled for shelter. And in a spiritual sense this may be applied to the building of the walls of the spiritual Zion; into which, from all parts, multitudes of converts will flock together. Notwithstanding, the land shall be desolate, because of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings, these gracious prophesies shall not supersede the divine threatenings going before, so as to embolden the impenitent with hopes of impunity. See the Annotations for another interpretation of this passage. 

3rdly, We have, 

1. The prophet's prayer on the behalf of his people, Feed thy people with thy rod, directing them in their way, and bringing them into green pastures; the flock of thine heritage, whom he had as a nation called to be a peculiar people; which dwell solitarily in the wood, separated from the rest of mankind, to preserve the worship of Jehovah, the one true and only God; and even in their captivity unmixed with the nations; in the midst of Carmel, scattered in Assyria, as sheep upon a mountain without a shepherd: let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old, in the richest pastures, abounding in all blessings spiritual and temporal; as will be the case when they shall be gathered from their dispersion into the gospel-church, and made one fold with the Gentiles under one shepherd. 

2. God is pleased graciously to answer the prophet's prayer. According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt, will I shew unto him marvellous things; as wonderful should be their deliverance from Babylon, as from Egypt; and more amazing his work of redemption by Jesus Christ, rescuing his believing people from their spiritual enemies, and eclipsing all the former manifestations of his power and grace exerted on their behalf. Their insulting foes shall then be confounded, silent with shame, and stopping their ears, as unwilling to hear the wonders of God's love towards his faithful ones. Yea, the curse of the serpent shall be upon them, Genesis 3:14 trodden into the dust, and prostrate before those whom once they trampled upon like worms of the earth, scarcely daring to lift their heads from their lurking-places; for fear of the Lord our God, whose judgments are upon them; and because of thee, whom they have abused, but now behold triumphant over them. And so low shall every enemy of Christ's church and people be brought at last. 

3. With wonder, love, and praise, the prophet beholds what God is about to do for his church. Who is a god like unto thee? None can be found like him for the perfections of his nature, and the works of his providence and grace; especially that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage; this being God's distinguishing glory, that he is a pardoning God; and this above all things raises the admiration, and engages the affections of the miserable, broken-hearted sinner: he retaineth not his anger for ever; though for a time, by our unfaithfulness, we provoke him to visit our iniquities with the rod, and our sin with scourges, he is not implacable nor inexorable, if we look to him in true contrition; but ready to receive the returning soul, because he delighteth in mercy, and waits to be gracious; more ready to pardon than we to pray, and willing to give exceeding abundantly beyond all that we can ask or think. He will turn again towards the penitent sinner, though he withdraw for a little moment his loving-kindness in displeasure, and turn away his face from him; he will have compassion upon us, when we mourn his absence, and seek his return; he will then lift up again the light of his countenance, removing our sorrows, and speaking peace to our troubled but longing souls: he will subdue our iniquities, delivering us from the power as well as punishment of them; breaking the yoke of corruption, and putting our inbred enemies under our feet. His grace shall overcome our depravity, and sin shall not have any longer the dominion over us: which a soul that has tasted the bitterness of sin looks upon as the most inestimable blessing: and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea; they shall be not only forgiven, but, as it were, forgotten; totally done away in the blood of a Redeemer. Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham; the faithfulness of God is engaged to every faithful soul for the fulfilment of the covenant, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible that God should lie, we might have strong consolation who have fled for refuge, to lay hold of the hope set before us. And for this, for ever and for ever praise the Lord, O my soul! 

